
March 15, 2022 will mark a mile-

stone no one would have imag-

ined - two years serving a take-

out meal to the homeless and 

hungry  on Preston Street. Wel-

coming guests to sit down and 

enjoy a freshly-prepared meal 

now seems like a distant memory. 

The noisy, dynamic atmosphere 

of the Brother James Fields Dining 

Room gave way to a quieter routine as guests made their way along the 

food line, selecting the meal they would take outside to eat. 

The impact of the COVID pandemic continues to be felt throughout the 

world, and thankfully, many individuals, foundations and businesses have 

responded generously to help mitigate this crisis. The Franciscan Kitchen 

has been blessed as a recipient of charitable giving from throughout the 

Louisville community and beyond. Our mission of providing a daily meal to 

anyone seeking it continues to resonate as a cause worthy of support. The 

funding received in the past two years has allowed us to make the modifi-

cations to our serving model from a sit-down to a take-out meal. The most 

notable change has been the addition of a covered, outdoor seating area 

adjacent to our building. The area can accommodate roughly half of the 

90-seat capacity we have in our dining room. While not the ideal arrange-

ment, it represents our ongoing commitment to offer nourishment and 

comfort to those in need. Photos of the project as it took place are on p. 

4. 

We express our deep appreciation and gratitude to the many donors who 

contributed to Franciscan Kitchen over these past two years. We could 

not do this without your support.     
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Click on the SignUpGenius button on our website (www.franciscankitchen.org) or our Facebook page 

to volunteer as a cook, preparer, or meal server. Cooks are especially needed at this time! You can 

also call Chuck Mattingly at 502-643-8400.  
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Welcome to New Staff Members 

BRENT COOMES The new face now seen behind the desk in 

the Kitchen office belongs to Brent Coomes. Brent took over 

the responsibilities of Business Manager from Heather Benja-

min in late November, jumping right in during a traditionally 

very busy time.  

The Trinity High School and Bellarmine graduate is a CPA and 

spent several years as an auditor for both local and national 

accounting firms and as a regulatory advisor and consultant 

for local businesses. He took a break from the accounting 

world a few years ago and entered a carpentry apprentice 

program before a work site injury caused him to leave the 

carpentry profession. By coincidence, Brent had been helping 

a friend who was the interim Business Manager at St. Paul Church, which is a Franciscan-run 

parish. Call it networking or the intervention of St. Francis, Brent’s candidacy moved to the top 

of the list (it also helped that friends of friends were revealed in the interview). Brent’s volun-

teer activities include being a member of St. Martin of Tours parish Finance Committee and 

seven years of volunteering at the Cathedral of the Assumption Soup Kitchen. All in all, we be-

lieve we could not have found a better fit.  

KATE CHAWANSKY (pictured on p.3 with Charlie Bilderback) You would be correct in thinking 

that our current Warehouse Manager is not new to the Kitchen. Kate Chawansky first arrived 

on the scene as a volunteer and marketing intern in April of 2016. She settled in with the Fri-

day crew helping to prep and serve meals. At the same time, she worked on creating a social 

media presence (Facebook and Instagram) for the Kitchen. Her main project, though, was cre-

ating the five-minute video that is found on the main page of our website. Kate intended it to 

be a tribute to the dedicated volunteers that are the backbone of the organization and she 

clearly succeeded in doing that. While her role now is a more physical one, keeping our inven-

tory and workplace organized and clean, Kate continues to put her talents to work for our mis-

sion.  
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Volunteer Profile -  

Charlie Bilderback -  

From the halls of Montezuma to Preston St.  

 

Charlie Bilderback set out as usual on a Tuesday morning van run to pick up food items for the 

Kitchen, something he’s been doing for six years. He went to pick up what he thought were 

several aluminum baking pans of mac and cheese that an organization thought could be put to 

good use by our cooks. The pans, however, contained just liquid cheese, which managed to 

overflow the containers, leaving the van floor and sides covered in a viscous orange goo. Char-

lie’s reaction was what you might expect from a former Marine - he got busy cleaning up the 

mess (which, though embarrassing, was not his fault, and which took a few hours) in the hum-

ble and most good-natured way. The clean-up scene will certainly have a unique place in Char-

lie’s memory and Franciscan Kitchen lore. 

A native of Evansville, Indiana, Charlie served in the USMC (“20 years and 28 days”) and in 

1988, went to work for the US Post Office in Louisville, where he retired after 22 years (“I’m 

not sure which job was more dangerous”). He speaks highly of his time in the Marine Corps - 

“It was just what I needed,” he says, spending roughly half of his time here and half overseas, 

his favorite assignment being Japan.   

He got connected to the Kitchen through a cousin, who is a friend of Executive Director Chuck 

Mattingly, and his late father-in-law, who was a Kitchen volunteer. He fondly remembers mak-

ing runs in his early volunteer days with the beloved late staff member, Richard “Big Red” 

Thomas, whom he still misses.  

He and his wife Linda now reside in Buckner and stay active with family activities involving 

their four sons and six grandchildren.  Charlie also volunteers at High Point Food bank in  

LaGrange. 

Most of our drivers have stories about unusual food pick-ups, but “the cheese incident” is cer-

tainly in a category all its own. Just like Charlie’s self-effacing response to it.  
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Top Left Photo - Volunteer Tom Maciejewski and Board member John 

Hauber assemble the steel-coated picnic tables last fall. Thank you for 

the sweat equity, John and Tommy! 

Top Right Photo - Crew from Eagle Carports erecting the 20’ x 40’ alumi-

num cover for the dining area.  

Lower Photos - Completed project. 

Special thanks to Dan and Anne Cristiani, Cristiani Excavating and Nick 

Rogers and Unique Concrete for the in-kind contribution of the con-

crete pad and to Board member Leo Hauber for the design work and 

coordination of services and product delivery for the project. 

Our new outdoor dining area  
Thank You  

to our recent 

grant donors 

 

Mildred V. Horn 

Foundation 
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HELP WANTED - 

RESTOCKING OUR CLOTHING & HYGIENE ITEMS 

Our mission statement (found opposite the mailing label panel of this newsletter), like most, 

describes a broad objective to which the organization aspires. Noticeably absent from the 

statement are the words feed or meal. Instead it calls us to provide for “the nourishment of 

God’s family.” While our primary focus is preparing and serving a daily meal, our guests 

come to our door with multiple needs. Some of the simplest that we can assist with are basic 

clothing items like underwear, socks, and blankets. Personal hygiene supplies like tooth-

brushes, toothpaste, deodorant, and sanitary napkins are also regularly requested. Our vol-

unteers monitor our inventory and can advise as to what is most needed. Please call our 

office at 502-589-0140 to check the status. You can drop your donation off any weekday be-

tween 8:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. at our volunteer entrance behind our building between Col-

lege and Jacob Streets. Thank you for your consideration and support! 

SAVE THE DATE - THURSDAY, JULY 14 

TEXAS ROADHOUSE FUNDRAISER 

We’re happy to announce that our friends at Texas Roadhouse are going to host a fund raiser for us 

once again this summer. Enjoy your favorite entrée, appetizer, and drinks from the St. Matthews loca-

tion (5005 Shelbyville Rd., across from Mall St. Matthews) and the Roadhouse will contribute 10% of 

the proceeds (dine-in or take-out) to Franciscan Kitchen. This is an ideal time to use the Roadhouse gift 

cards that we offered for purchase in November (if you haven’t used it yet!). Our next newsletter will 

have the flyer to present when you come.   



Our call to live the Gospel life as Franciscans, demand that we be in proximity with the poor and be attentive to 

their cry. It is because we are Christians that we are to live in solidarity with the suffering! Yet, in some way, and 

somehow, we have allowed ourselves to become estranged from one another, which makes it even more challeng-

ing to respond to the cry of the poor. Take notice of your response when you find yourself in front of a person in 

need. 

Imagine that you are stopped at a red light, and, in your periphery, you see someone who is asking for your atten-

tion and for your help. Do you find yourself purposely gazing at the red light? Or do you allow for a brief encounter 

to occur with the individual needing your help? 

How do we become attentive to the cry of the poor? We become attentive by being honest with ourselves. Saint 

Francis of Assisi did so and became radically available. He made it his intention to befriend in practical ways, and 

people took notice. Francis of Assisi used his hands, mouth, and feet to courageously proclaim the Gospel. 

For a moment, look at your hands… look at your palms. Have they recently touched, carried, or given something 

generously away? Or have they spent most of their time clenched? How do you use your hands? Have you been 

taught to be gentle with your hands? My hands have prayed with family members who lost loved ones after the 

mass shooting in El Paso, Texas, and most recently to bless federal agents who were tasked to care for over 300+ 

corpses awaiting a place of burial. 

Now reflect on your mouth and your lips… Do they spend most of the day frowning and snarling at people, or do 

they radiate a smile and bring laughter to people around you, even strangers? Do you use your mouth to speak 

kindly? My mouth has brought me to speak and share hope and to share smiles with unaccompanied minors in de-

tention centers who are waiting to be reunited with their families. 

Think of your feet… Do your feet move you in the direction of people who are lonely and in need of some kindness? 

My feet have had me accompany, walk with and walk along with college students who feel overwhelmed in today’s 

world and are in need of God’s mercy. 

We are usually moving so quickly that we often fail to notice when someone needs our love, our presence. If we are 

honest, we tend to hesitate or not care that much. We feel more comfortable in not helping because it is easier to 

avoid new and uncomfortable situations. Yet, we are called to be courageous in living the Gospel, not comfortable. 

Saint Francis responded to the cry of the poor by being gentle, by being attentive, by listening, and by offering ac-

companiment even when it was uncomfortable. This is how we can respond to the cry of the poor.  

A Reflection by Friar Mario Serrano, OFM Conv 
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Memorial and Honorary Gifts 
(received through Jan. 25) 

In memory of Brother Bob Baxter  

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Wheatley 

In memory of Marion & Flo Bolton  

Mr. and Mrs. James Seeders 

In honor of Bud & Joan Bouchard  

Mr. and Mrs. James Gries 

In memory of Nicholas Buckler  

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Murray 

In memory of Joseph Burton  

Ann Burton 

In memory of Joseph Carraro and in 

memory of Joseph Carraro Jr.  

Catherine Carraro  

In honor of Pat Caufield  

Mr. & Mrs. John Bingham 

In memory of Dana Delepierre & Ray Crider 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Storch  

In honor of Rev. John Elmer  

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Wolford 

In memory of Jane Elpers and in honor of 

Tom Elpers  

Rose Wetterer 

In memory of Charles & Mary Eva Falk  

Alice Falk 

In memory of Brother Jim Fields & Jim Engle 

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Potts 

In memory of Brother James Fields  

Mr. & Mrs. Don Korfhage 

In honor of Anita & Jim Fitzgibbon  

Andy & Angie Weas 

In honor of Patrick & Trish Francis  

Michele A. Francis 

General Memorial  

Mr. and Mrs. James Stuckert 

In memory of Sonny Grantz  

Sharon Niehoff 

In memory of Sarah Gutierrez  

Bobby Roberts 

In honor of Ron Hagedorn  

Kristen Celani 

In memory of Ivo L. Hancock Sr. & Jr.  

and John T. Quesenberry  

Lucy Quesenberry 

In memory of Raymond & Maud Hauber  

Richard and Rose Ann Wagner  
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In memory of Mary E. Hinton  

Carol Clark 

In honor of Gil & Augusta Holland and family 

Kenneth Kamber 

In memory of Josephine Wohlleb Holland  

Agnes Kavanaugh 

In memory of Kathleen Jones  

Ronald Gossman 

In memory of Dr. John Karibo  

Ed Garber 

In memory of Dr. John M. Karibo &  

Mary Kenny  

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Poynter 

In honor of Mary Carol Kelly  

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Kelly 

In memory of John Koetter  

Janice Koetter 

In memory of Rev George Kollros, OFM Conv 

& Eugene M. Kollros  

June Poliseno 

In memory of Rev. Gregory Kollros, OFM Conv 

Mary Ann Kollros 

In memory of David Koshewa  

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Zeillmann 

In memory of Joseph Lee & Anna Lil Laemmle 

Mr. and Mrs. James Laemmle 

In memory of Christopher Lane  

Mr. & Mrs. Ron Lane 

In memory of Norman & Mary Ann Liebert  

Rose M. Blankenship 

In memory of Kay Manger  

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Niehoff 

In memory of Charlotte Ann Mattingly  

Thomas Mattingly 

In honor of Chuck Mattingly  

Sherrill Dumstorf 

In memory of Jack McGuire  

Harold Bridges 

In memory of James McClure  

Barbara Hall 

In memory of Jim & Lu Meyer  

Mr. and Mrs. David Meyer 

In honor of Luke & Anne Miller  

Leslie Landrigan 

In memory of Libby Mills  

George Anthony Mills  

In memory of Paul V. Miozza  

Pauline Miozza 

In memory of James Moreschi Sr.  

James Moreschi 

In memory of Dennis & Teressa Nash 

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Nash 

In honor of Bob & Fay Niehoff  

Patrick Niehoff 

In honor of Bob Niehoff ‘s 94th birthday 

Kathleen Wheatley 

In honor of Fay Niehoff  

Katherine Manager 

In honor of Joe Niehaus  

Robert Overberg 

In memory of Joe Noffsinger  

Diana O'Bryan 

In honor of Dr. David & Dr. Ann Overley 

Mr. and Mrs. William Klump 

In memory of Lillian Reckenwald  

D.R. Hartman 

In memory of Big Red  

Ann & Kathleen Lyons 

In memory of P. L. Reinhart  

Patricia Reinhart 

In honor of John Rowdy Rowan  

Mr. & Mrs. Dan Parker 

In memory of Eugene Rueger  

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Govoni 

Bryan Hoover 

In honor of Ken Sauer  

David Sauer 

In memory of Laura Schwender  

William Schwender 

In honor of the Stemmle family  

Eugene Stemmle 

In honor of Pam & Marvin Stober 

Brittany Stober 

In memory of John R. Stowe  

Mrs. Lucy Stowe 

In honor of Eric Trass' Birthday  

Cathy Stump 

In memory of Fr. Dismas Veeneman 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Page Walker 

In memory of Mary E. & Charles H.  

Wagner  

Richard and Rose Ann Wagner  
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Franciscan Kitchen Staff 

Chuck Mattingly  Executive Director Eric Calloway  Maintenance 

Brent Coomes   Business Manager Debbie Clark  Accountant 

Kate Chawansky  Warehouse Manager Tony Perito  Advancement 

Susan Bolton Mary Carol Kelly Fr. Vincent Petersen 

John Hauber Alice Kimble Jessica Piner 

Leo Hauber Ken Kinderman Gary Roth 

Amy DeRenzo Hulbert Alan Kissel Br. Jaime Zaragoza 

Janis Kaelin Kim Maney  

   

Franciscan Kitchen Board 

Mailing Address Line 1 

Mailing Address Line 2 

Mailing Address Line 3 

Mailing Address Line 4 

Mailing Address Line 5 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Franciscan Kitchen Mission 

In the tradition of St. Francis, 

which recognizes we are all brothers and 

sisters, we are dedicated to providing for 

the nourishment of God's family. 

We will maintain an environment of 

trust and fellowship to build mutual re-

spect and beneficial relationships  with 

our guests, co-workers, suppliers and 

community. 

These efforts will strengthen our organi-

zation and enable us to provide a much 

needed service to our community. 


